H 


HEADLINE 








THE JESUIT REDUCTIONS 
OF PARAGUAY 


A fascinating adventure which endures in time 











HEADLINE 








THE JESUIT REDUCTIONS 
OF PARAGUAY 


A fascinating adventure which endures in time 
















Official catalog of the permanent exhibition 
“The Jesuit Reductions of Paraguay. A fascinating adventu 
installed in the exhibition hall of the Sanctuary of St. Franc 


Original idea and texts of P. Aldo Trento adapted for the Society of 
and Faustino Giménez-Arnau, curators of the exhibition on the 


This exhibition was made possible through the sponsorship of Iberdrola. 


Curator José Luis Cincunegui, S.J, 

Organize Jesuit Province Loyola 

Sponsor Iberdrola 

Collaborate Sanctuary of St. Francis Xavier 
Government of Navarra 


Archbishop of Pamplona & Tudela 

City Hall of Javier 

Paraguay Embassy 

José Maria Blanch, S.J. 

Communication Centre Jesuits of Paraguay 


360° Paraguay 
Art direction MA® | Miguel Angel Blazquez 
Graphic design Iman Comunicacion Agencia Hiperactiva 


Production/Installation Grupo Marva 


Communication Xabier Riezu 

Architecture Antén Lépez de Aberasturi 
Fernando Pérez Siméon 

Construction Conslau 

Lighting Manelsa 

Teamwork José Luis Cincunegui, S.J. 


Enrique Climent, S.J. 

Faustino Giménez-Arnau 

José Manuel Valverde, S.J. 

Antonio Falces, S.J. 

Jesus Maria Munarriz Caballero, S.J. 
Xabier Riezu 

Elena Rodriguez-Avial 

Marcial Morales, S.J. 





Pedro Diaz Risco, SJ. 
Music Luis Szaran 
Photos Paraguay Embassy, 


Society of Jesus Spain & Paraguay archive, 

Editorial Parroquia San Rafael, José Maria Blanch, S.J., 
360° Paraguay, Istock Photo,123 RF, Lessing Archive, 
Oronoz, Fotolia, SXC 


Cover photo 360° Paraguay 

© Edition Society of Jesus & Headline 

© Texts Society of Jesus 

© Design & photos The authors 

Edition Headline Compania de Edicién 
ISBN 978-84-938215-5-5 

Legal deposit M-23389-2012 

Print Villena Artes Graficas 

First edition: June, 2012 


All rights reserved. Forbidden any farm of reproduction, distribution, public communication of this work without the permission of the publishers. 








INDEX 

The Jesuit Reductions of Paraguay ..................... 7 The organization Of WOKK 0. cece 27 
The widening Of frontiers 0.0.0... 8 Marriage and farmiby 0. ccccccccccsneeneee 28 
The Society of Jesus. POVCUPPUGE UN TIS na cicnaasssscsccccssonossosoosseosdenauasstssreczsocensosienees 29 
A new religious order 
ge pe 10 Music, dance and theatre ou... 30 
ThOSe JESUITS IM MISSION ........... ec cccssessesseseseene 12 The language and the printing press ................ 31 
The Paracuaria or Paraguay ...........0......cccce 14 SL ee, 32 
THE QUATANIES oii ccsssssesccccccssssnnasssesecceeeee 16 SUNT on i esicdccscov gst lagpeveerecoderattresessscucaeass 33 
Their beliefs oc ccsssssssssssesseeeeesseees 17 PARRA TMD Hit onssiidecaseccsansccadbdpioreneatevieronconseciccdbeted 34 
THE CENCOMICNA occ eecccscsssseeccesesenneeeses 18 St. Roque Gonzalez de Santa Cruz .................... 35 
The jesuit missionaries arrive 00... 19 St. Juan del Castillo 0. eee 36 
Meeting the Quarante@S oon... csessscesseeeees 20 Why did the Reductions come to an end? ..... 37 
Their commitment up to death... 21 The Society Of JESUS cic ccccccsssssssteeeseeeeeee 38 
The Treatise of Tordesillas TORE S52 acd os ccabinn bein eosin 40 
and the paulist incursiOns ........0.00.00.0...... eee vi 

How did a Reduction look? oe 42 
The great CXOGUS o...cccccccccseseesessssssssssscccssssenenssesee 23 

The daily time-table 00 eeeneeee 44 
The battle of Mborore 23 

The church, the nucleus of a Reduction ......... 45 
Location and organization 
Of the REMUCTIONS ooo cececcscssneecccenenes 24 The houses of the indians... 46 
Health and natural medicine ........0.........0.. ee 25 Thee CUO Sons ssssssdonigig soos 47 
ThE ECONOMIC SYSTEM |... ccc ccssssssteeeceeeeee 26 THE WOFKSHODS oe cccesesseccccssecccscscsssnensnnessssseesseeee 48 





- > 
> . L a4 - oe. . * 
® * : - - * 
wo) ae é 
4" ‘ “wg ‘ - - 
: _ - ° 
AD eta 4 
7 7 , - ; 
a. a ~~ a7 ~ ¢ > » 
 -aeee > — - = 7 
ite L : a - : 
ry as} - ’ a | A 
vow | a _ ‘“ 
" — A os Oe > 
* 
oe —_ a - G4 
2 Pav" PA - = > aie) - 
<> 4 -- - P.nee - 
; oe Bive - s > cae 
as) . —. == 
= ~ . ~~. 2 
e . > «= . ~ 
; - ~ . ~ 
bd > > 
*. Vv - 
- : = 
: >] « ~6 ; bed =~ 
os — ’ 
. . 9 : ~ 
ae , ‘ 
77 : ' 
’ : \ x . 
. 7 _— 
- ; - <a x 
| ' . ~ > : —_ 
wat ~ a -. 
_ =a ef a : c 
- Son i= «> 
Pe, Pops: B : r 
TT... = : “> ' y 
“sos - a™t 
i «i\* a . a - 
q’ _ we 7 
> 
7 4 
: " 5-@ ~ s | ‘ ¢ aoe ~ 
|) hoe | ° : 
s - ’ 
_ - - 2 
= ee 
: - 
: 
et eee 
~ 
. 7 
’ 
, ~i- 
. S By th 
7 a > 
. 
,;~ , | 
;? 
a 


o if 
: 
. ) - 
t, fe : - 
eo 
» 740 — | 
a 
4 —\ Ftd a 


+. 
> 
as 
: 
of 


= iG, : * - “~ 


ws.) 


Toe! = ee 
awe | 
- “eA 
J RK i 
_ ’ ¥ . 
we 2 " a 4) . 
met: 7 Tage 











ee —e  ee 





jt 


———ewe 


~ 
. 


— 


<—_ 


GS cjuls = Comal Nop apeonigu.i| 
() AS 


: 
+ 


‘cutalatpornuguiall 


* the ~4 
as antihas of Rev daltella:. 
* vy 
‘ 


— 
—_— 
= 
= 
= 
B 
=>! 
— 


. bara: > nes 
ae a yi LT. r=" 


| ~ dee Se RO 

| nee | ) ae | : ee ae MENS, 

HOU ct. ae ar | ie. i mm Bir 
— .: cs » > ZA VRSCA + ee Le 


i 
—_ — 
4. 


he 
- 
: 
.'¢ 


~ 


Clte| 


5 


7 


jUinbaqquinonalis: Fe , 
er q Ae 6] 


9 i 


23 


: 





The way of looking at the world undergoes a profound change... Immense lands do not know Our 
Lord Jesus Christ... Christianity sees how its limits expand and it becomes necessary to construct 


a new catholicity in the most literal and universal sense of the word... 


At the end of the XV century it became evident that Portugal had stolen the march on Spain in the conquest 
oy dal-McolUlc-Meymant-M3 oliq=tm-lave Mo) m olczva (ele mal-1t-]ymol0y-mcem lume lo)eallallelamelmagiom (cos (<1 0a WV sla: ]ameel-b 1 eee dale 
historical moment, Christopher Columbus who earlier had been serving the king of Portugal, offered 
the‘Catholic’ King and Queen of Spain a project of attempting to reach India via the western route instead of 
orolfarem cole lavemaat-macy-me)mial-Waviele-]ameeyaidl arial em [amelce(1mcont-lU lace smie eamerl ince m else) ce em @ell¥ linoleate ko] smeal= 
belief that the earth was round, an idea that was being debated at the time. Finally, through the 
“Capitulaciones de Santa Fe’, the King and Queen approved Columbus project. 


Thanks to reformers like Jimenez de Cisneros and Master St. !o/:n of Avila and to mystical and missionary 
personalities like Teresa of Avila, John of the Cross and Ignatius of Loyola, Spain maintained a solid Catholic 
identity, which the House of Austria claimed as a title to defend the Faith in different wars in Europe (against 


Lutherans and Anglicans; and even against the Catholic France and the very same Papal States), in the 
Mediterranean (against the Turks), and in the “colonization’ of America. 





re 


> 
ie. 
fie! 


Dinka qumodalis: 





xy 


a 


This “colonization” had in theory a justification, namely, the spread of the Gospel, but in practice it was a rather 
complex history full of lights and shadows, of generosity and abuse, of authentic evangelization of new peoples, 
Tame(s1icalecmolmcat-)imlletaiag’a-lacemeal=lim ale] aiecw-\el-l [atime aren (onl oces-)hilelarwme| care M-lalemi(-)(-18Vm ol-1g \-10 0-110 9) 
faoyare[Ulkitcle (e)acw- arom dar-m=)areelanl(larer-Mat-larel(olcoc mm Malcom lalaleigar-]amiiGerc]delarms1cme(-arelelarecvem il e-1ao) a cal-mBlelaaliele-la) 
Bartolome de las Casas and then by many other missionaries. 


The majority of the missionaries showed a sincere love for the Indians and a desire of protecting their dignity as 
children of God and vassals of the Crown. They arrived from old Europe with a sincere desire for spiritual reform, 
c-sAUlaomcon catcm elaiaalidiien @alaicset-larinvar-latemdnl-mc-sico)e-1i(elamelm-m olele)m-lalemlianle)(-m@alelcaar 


On the 3rd of August of 1492 Columbus initiates his daring adventure, sailing from Palos de {a Frontera, 
mlUl=)NYcc Pm NaY-a=>.4 else lialelame)maale--eJe)] om -lavel-lemlaW-Manr-lLMCi-laeme)m dar-Malalili(--wela mali Pada me) m Oleice) elle me) mm lelale| 
iataalsm Gell lanl ele tm oy=)i(-a\c2ve Md ar-] mi alam ar-le Mm cat-LeatcleWACit- mdalcolelelamdat-m'i/-1 (da mcolelcommel¥l@amc-t-1 19 m-Mal-\ i Aee Alea ae 
unknow to Europe, had been discovered: America. 


By the Bull, “Inter caetera’, Pope Alexander VI granted to the ‘Catholic Kings of Spain’ the right of conquest 
lave mn7-]atel=liy4- ele) ame) malc\wmt-ldeice)d(oy 


~ The Treatise of Tordesillas divided the territories discovered or to be discovered, between Spain and Portugal. 


NiFexe (=) telamelarem micer- Jarome icolelanlar-\aler-]¢-1e Mm dal-M-r-1a aap 





A new religious order for a new world 


The Society of Jesus was founded by St. Ignatius of Loyola “in order to help souls in Christian life 
lave me loleldd|a\=Wmce)maat-m eo) ce) ey-lel-1u(e)ame)muat-M earl] (am dalcolvle|ame)c-r-(elallarem-]aromeal-Manlial cide ae) Mm Unl-m Vel 
of God, through the Spiritual Exercises and other works of charity, especially the instruction of 
ealiCelaciam-lalemaaroms e)[diael-) mee) alye)t-lale)ame)meat=mr-lidalielpm-]avemdatem-\elealialciee-14(e)ame)maal-mey- (a ¢-]anl- ale 


elimealiace smell c-veecrem Com dal-melc=r-]¢-1 me] (ela mem Glelo ms 
(melcnalvit- elm ase larjdtaele=m-le)elco\y-eMe)\amelel-m eel M Mam er L8) 


The Society of Jesus was born in a time of utopias and of conflicts. “The utopia of a new man, a product of the 
ale laatclal ki pame)inGal=m a laatcvm eyski=1emelam-mildaam oxcll(-imlamcar-melelaer-[am elecstie)|(idi-cem olOl mami 7 alle melecem 7-1 w-) hye o)¢-c1-1018 
At the same time the XVI century was spiritually a turbulent century. This was the era of the great geographic 
discoveries, the epoch of the conquistadors, the age of curiosity and of scientific achievements in every 


corner of the world. Within this vast horizon entered the Jesuits” 
(Javier Burrieza Sanchez, Jesuitas en Indias. Entre la utopia y el conflicto. Universidad de Valladolid, page 31) 








The experience of the Spiritual Exercises leads every Jesuit to identify himself with the 
ia¥s] cel ane) me Clolom-| ale mual=maelalile(=lare=me)m el=ialem-]e)(mcomilarom allanmiamcal-manlle:)me)mant-m 0) a (66 





The Spiritual Exercises end with “The Contemplation to obtain love’, a positive 2 
WTarol=lacie-jale|[ate Reymentam alcice) a 'a-1aleme-r-1]1 9 mem dale alelant-lamec-)[alep bee 

: 
Tamcat-mcolurarer-\dlo)ay-]msi0)i com lelar-ldlecwr-lalomalcmeelaalel-lalcelarme)iacemaalsaahi-1\V- me come len-| melee - 


as far as it is within our power, to any part of the world where we may be sent”... The 
Jesuits take a special vow (the fourth vow) to undertake specific missions entrusted 

vom da=10n o)\adal-mme) ol-Mu mi co)aam salem ole] /alaniale Re)maaom colejaler-]de)ame)maal-i-s 10] com Walcie 

new style and doctrine awakened such an enthusiasm that the kings of Spain 

and Portugal called them to exercise their ministries both in their courts as 

well as in the new discovered territories. The king of Portugal asked St. 

Ignatius to send him 6 members of the Society. He answered: “If out of 

10 that we are, we send 6 to Portugal, what is left for the rest of the af 
world?” At the end two were sent: one remained in Lisbon; the a 
other, Francis Xavier, went to India. His methods of evangelisation 
Yao Malem ialclc=c] mcolmer-lanii-lilare maatcmaeleer-leatsalec] helm Galarierlayigvace) 
the vernacular languages marked the way for the Jesuits. 
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Those Jesuits in mission 
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“In fact we have not learnt yet Mat we evangelise 
only in the measure in alle we ourselves * 
are evangelised by the poor, by rhe Indiasse. 
Leal 


by the immigrants”. - > — 
(Bartomeu Melia S.J.) . a 
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“The missionary mode of proceeding”: from adaptation to inculturation 

Ignatius of Loyola asked the Jesuit missionaries to “practise accommodation in every thing with holy prudence”. 
We have examples of this type of evangelizing in St. Francis Xavier, both in India and in Japan. Manuel da Nobrega 
in Brazil introduces in the Liturgy songs and dances taken from the indigenous rites, and Fathers Valignano, 
Mateo Ricci and Rodhes act in the same way in the East Indies. This missionary adaptation requires two essential 
attitudes, to listen attentively to those who receive the Christian message, and inculturation, that is, learning 
their language, having regard and acceptance of their cultural values (traditions, languages, customs). 


The way of sending jesuits to the Indies 

More than 6.000 letters have been preserved of Jesuits asking Fr. General to be sent to the Indies. Not all 
petitions were accepted. Petitions were denied because of poor health, for lack of clarity in the destination, or 
lek=xer|UKX=me)me(el0] olewe)amaal—m eley--)] o)(-W-Le(-] o)e- 146) ame) Manic (erie | mcom Ual=Mk-1) a] |(e)ar-rem Com alieay 


BYoxs} (o( <td aT=mk Qo) ahx-) (eel <M lalell-kmmat-lemcoke|ice-M (e-1a(@-mcomisl-me] cole] ome)mc-ii(el(olei-mel-1e)e)(-m aren r-lals-1e mcomelen amaar= 
next expedition. Once they obtained the permission, the group had to journey to Seville and wait thee for the 
departure. The Jesuits’ VIl General Congregation (1615) judged that these missions were a concern of the whole 
Society of Jesus, and therefore apart from Spaniards, Italians and Portuguese, missionaries from Germany, 
Austria and Swetzerland reached also the Western Indies. Yet, until 1616, there were certain limitations for 
foreigners by order of the Consejo de Indias’. 





-Men with a deep experience of 
cele LUM IIc=Mm cli late com elesr-Leam@ alata comuatomvelaep 
men with “zeal for souls” Men forged in the practice 
of the Spiritual exercises. 


’Men who are able to 
study successfully Philosophy and Theology and other 
branches of learning, like Mathematics, Botany. etc. 


Meo)mear-melcelaliamelmenl= 
TaXelr-lakeaeelariie(=lalare maarciaamaleliar-lamecclare sm lare| 
aalitelcslane lm crereme-lalemritamsveley-1male|alew- Cm sas 
Spaniards. 


| The task of evangelization 
was accompanied by formal and informal education, 
knowledge of technical advances, artisan training, 
social studies, etc. 





mlamearow-) ereky ce) rem anlialciaay 
with lay people, auxiliaries... 


| Primary as 
well as superior education for children, grown-ups 
and the ruling classes. 


cola ar-]ce MWe) com elale Lele laa ay 
extreme tropical climate conditions, scarce food, etc. 


The missionaries were 
told not to worry about the few conversions, since 
we sow in the hope that others will reap. St. Francis 
BXo)celt-Mat-(ome-[0Le]almanr-manley)(elal-ld(-c Mam alee aricaer@elelans 
“not to bite more than they can chew, but to proceed 
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The Paracuaria 
or Paraguay 


The Jesuit Province of Paraguay (Paracuaria) included 
the basin of the rivers Parana-Paraguay and Uruguay, 
a large territory in elliptic shape of around 2.200 km. 

from North to South and 1.400 km. from East to West. 


The Jesuit Reductions were situated in the region 
limited by the rivers Tebicuary and Yguazu in the 
North; Parana in the West; the costal mountain range 
of the Atlantic in the East; and the River Plate in the 
South. A plateau mildly undulated by hilly areas, 
divided by the abundant rivers of that zone. The red 
coloured earth contrasts with the green of the forest; 
the savannah alternating with pasture land, forests 
and damps. 


























1 San Ignacio Guazu 
2 Santiago 

3 San Cosme y San Damian 
4 Santa Rosa 

5 Trinidad 

6 Jesus 

7 Santa Maria de Fe 


PARAGUAY 


Fr. Nicolas de Toit wrote: 


“There are trees that give out sweet aromas, 
and — a large amount of fruit. Among 
the flowers stands out for its beauty the 
Mburucuya, which shows in its petals the 
instruments of the Passion of Our Lord, and 
its fruits are extremely sweet. Equally delicious 
is the Gtiembe; it has an oblong shape and it is 
akin to the pomegranate, because of the taste 
of its grains. There are dates, like the African 
ones, out of which they produce a kind of wine. 
The heart of the fruit of palm takes the place 
of bread in case of need. (...) There is a 
variety of birds, and an abundance of snakes, 
which are very poisonous. Some of them live 
hanging on the trees, others on the banks of 
rivers and lakes. Besides, the forest is full of 
tigers and monkies. 





The guaranies 


Their way of life and their customs 


The word guarani means “warrior”, which refers 
to the warlike character of this tribe. They used 
to refer to themselves by the word “aba” (man), 
and they considered themselves as superior to 
other indigenous groups. The guaranies 
constituted a branch of the “tupi guarani” 
group and they were the inhabitants of 
Paracuaria. Of medium height, oval face, large 
head, dark hair. There were other inhabitants 
with whom they often waged war; the best 
known were the guaicurues, who lived in the 
region which is today El Chaco (Argentina). 


Social organization 

All were considered equal, without privileges. They 
lived on what they hunted and what they fished. 
They used bows and arrows, wooden hooks and 
mallets. Their agriculture was rudimentary. They 
cultivated maize, mani (monkey nuts), mandioca 
(tapioca) and tobacco. 


In the craft industry they practised pottery, they 
made nets, ropes and hammocks. Out of wood and 
stones they made axes, bows, arrows and canoes. 
Ceramics was a work of women, as the work of 
making baskets was done solely by men. They had 
a good knowledge of botany and of zoology and 
were experts in natural medicine. 





The tribes 


The Guaranies were independent tribes, each tribe 
governed by a cacique (headman). They occupied an 
encampment, “tava’, made of three or four large 
community huts, “oga’, shared by members of the same 
family. (In their culture, polygamy was predominant). 
Each “oga” could be enlarged to accommodate a 
hundred persons, and they were built out of wood, 
branches, and straw. They never utilized stone. 





Their beliefs 


—. 


The religion of the Guaranies was remarkable 
for its profound spirituality, and it had rites and 


«< seta expressions, and especially ritual dances. 


>> 









“Tupa” They believed in a supreme being, creator of 
heaven and earth. He was called “Tupa,’ and was considered 
a good father, who uses his power to love, not to punish. 
When one invoked “Tupa,’ sickness and death were repelled, 
and peace and harmony took place. The Guaranies had no 
sculpture or image to represent their god. His divinity was 
manifested in nature in the form of thunder. 


“Ana” The also believed in an evil spirit called “Aa” 


“Karal” “Tupa’ created first the world and then man, 
“karai’, who was immortal, and lived in Paradise, a place of 
peace and beauty. But the serpent, the evil spirit of “Ana’, 
tempted man and convinced him to disobey “Tupa”. Then 
“Tupa” brought about a deluge and expelled man from 
Paradise, condemning him to lose his immortality. 


“Yvy Marané’y” “Tupa’ left man the hope of recovering 
one day the “Yvy marané’y” (Earth without evil), where he 
would be happy for ever. Moved by the desire of finding the 
“Earth without evil” they became a pilgrim, journeying 
people, and nothing could stop them from searching for 
the land of happiness and immortality. 








For the Catholic King and Queen of Spain 
the conquest signified a missionary gesture 
to preach to the Indians the Good News. 
The ‘Encomienda’ pretended to favour the 
relations with the indigenous communities 
and the defence of their rights. 


1504 Isabel gave instructions to the Governor of 
the Antilles to ask the Indians to gather in villages 
in which they would be governed and educated 
by a person whose task would be to protect them 
against physical, financial or commercial abuse 
perpetrated by the Spaniards. Thus the Indians 
remained “encomendados” (‘Commended to be 
taken care of and protected) in exchange for 

a tax to be paid to the Crown. 


As they were unable to obtain the money to pay 
the tribute, the Indians offered their work to the 
“encomendador’, which in practice gave origin 
to great abuses, and on certain occasions, 

to real slavery. 





1512 The Royal Decrees of Burgos established 
norms to make sure that the Indians were treated 
well, creating the Office of Visitador (Inspector). Even 
then the excesses against the Indians did not stop. 


1610-1612 Francisco de Alfaro, General Inspector 
of the provinces of Rio de la Plata, Tucuman and 
Paraguay, drafted, with the cooperation of Diego 
de Torres Bollo, the Jesuit provincial, the Decrees 
known as Code of Alfaro. In them were noted the 
abuses committed against the Indians, and 
proposed a series of remedies, but the 
‘encomenderos, placing the Royal Code on their 
heads, would say: “The Royal Decree has been 
received, but it has no effect”. 








218 years of jesuit presence till their expulsion 
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The jesuit missionaries arrive 





1540 The foundation 
of the Society of Jesus 


1549 Portuguees Jesuits 
land in Brazil. Fr. Manuel 

da Nobrega founds the city 
of San Salvador de Bahia. 


1552 The Jesuit Province 
of Brazil is created as an 
independent Province. 


1554 Fr. Jose de Anchieta 
S.J. founds the city 
of Sao Paulo. 


1568 The Jesuits settle 
in Lima (Peru). 


1587 From Brazil, crossing 
through Buenos Aires, 

the first three Jesuits 

arrive in Asuncion, namely, 
Frs. Juan Saloni, 

Thomas Fields and Manuel 
de Ortega. The last two 
made their journey 
through the forest. 


1604 The Jesuit Province 
of Paracuaria or Paraguay 
is established. 


1609 Fathers Marcial de 
Lorenzana and Francisco 
de San Martin found 

the first’'Reduction, 

San Ignacio Guazu. 


1641 The battie 


of Mbororé is fought. 


1767 The expulsion 
of the Jesuits takes place. 


1773 The Dissolution 
of the Society of Jesus. 





Meeting the guaranies 


Conditions of life of the missionaries 


In the “Annual Letters of the Province’, which 
Fr. Provincial drafted every year and sent to 
Rome recounting the main events of the year, 
the Jesuits reported all the dangers which the 
missionaries had to face in their labours. In 
1587, after arriving in Asuncion, Fathers 
Ortega and Fields began to reconnoitre the 
territories of Paracuaria, and visited the 
Spanish towns of Villarrica y Ciudad Real. 













, 


Some data given in those letters: “They searched for the Indians in the forests traversing uninhabited lands, 
facing terrible difficulties, hunger and thirst, in the arduous enterprise of educating ignorant Indians, clashing 
with the resistance of obdurate sinners’ 


‘A plague raged at that time among the Indians and the Spaniards. This a the missionaries the 
opportunity of exercising their charity, administering the sacraments to the sick and helping the plague- 
stricken in the measure of their possibilities. They faced several times dangers of death (...) The Spanish 
people living in Villarica, impressed by the efforts of Frs. Ortega and Fields, forced them to accept a modest 
house which from that moment became the residence of the missionaries. 


Fr. Ruiz de Montoya narrates the following about the life of the first missionaries: “They were very poor, but they 
— with joy. The patches in heir habits did not permit to distinguish the material from which they 
had been tailored. Their shoes were mended with pieces of cloth cut out from the borders of their tunic. The 
huts in which they lived and the means of sustenance were no better than those of the old hermits. (...) For 
many years they did not taste either bread or wine, they rarely ate meat when someone brought to them afew 
pieces as an alms. Their ordinary food was potatoes, bananas, and tapioca roots. 


20 





Their commitment up to death 





ai av-maalescilelatelacsem atclem cen cla=m-]| mce)aamelme iiil@eliu(=ce-lalemxe)pa(-mevmaarcan 
died under extreme circumstances. In 1614 a great famine struck 

all the inhabitants of the region. Fr. Cataldini left the city of Santa Fe 
in search of help. When he returned with aid, Fr. Martin Javier Urtasun 
had died of hunger. He was 26 years old. 





















Fr. Ruiz Montoya wrote about his death: “At midnight he gave up his soul to the Lord 
with such peace and tranquillity that he appeared to be in a placid sleep, showing 
in the beauty and serenity of his face the beauty of his blessed soul’ 


Fr. Martin Javier Urtasun had written before his death: “I have nothing more to desire 
than to give this life, and a thousand more that I might have, to Him who gave up 
His own for me. I cherish a deep hope that the Lord will grant my desire, since he 
has planted it for many years in my heart, for even before I joined the Society of 
Jesus, I wanted to come and live with the Indians. May the will of God be done in 
everything than can serve his greater Glory. 


In the chapel of the Martyrs of the High School of Christ the King in Asuncion, 
there is a marble plate with the names of the 26 Martyrs of Paraguay. 
The first three correspond to St. Roque Gonzalez, 
St. Alfonso Rodriguez and St. Juan del Castillo. 
The remaining 23 were all declared venerable. 








The Treatise of Tordesillas 
and the paulist incursions 


In 1494 Portugal and Spain sign the Treatise 
of Tordesillas, through which they agree on 
the new limits to divide between them the 
territories of the Indies (Eastern and Western). 


To the imaginary line of 100 leagues towards the West 
of the Azores, they added another one 370 leagues to 
the West of Cabo Verde. Beyond these lines, all the 
discovered territories as well as those to be discovered 
would come to the possession of Spain. On the other 
hand, those discovered or to be discovered towards 
the East, would come to the possession of Portugal. 


The paulist incursions 

The Crown of Portugal had an evident interest in 
gaining territory by extending the limits of the 
Brazilian colony, and they went as far as to 
recommend disobedience to the Tordesillas Treatise. 
Upon the death of the king of Portugal in 1578, Philip 
I], king of Spain, obtained the crown of Portugal. This 
situation permitted the neglect of vigilance over the 
frontiers, and the Portuguese took advantage to cross 
the frontiers into Spanish territories. 





The first settlers in the plateau of Piratininga, in Brazil, 
were not colonisers but merchants, adventurers and 
hunters of Indians as slaves. They were called 
‘paulistas’ In their incursions they captured thousands 
of Indians and provoked their mobilization from the 
Spanish territories (in which slavery was forbidden) 
which remained deserted and were incorporated to 
Brazil. In the city of Sao Paulo, founded by Jesuit 
Father Jose de Anchieta, there was an active market 
and sale of indigenous slaves. 














The great exodus 


In 1630 the Reductions were divided into four regions, Guided by Jesuit Father Ruiz de 
Guayra, Itatin, Tapé and an area south of Asuncion, between Montoya, 12.000 persons covered more 
the Rio Parana and Rio Uruguay. All the Reductions had than 900 kilometres through rivers and 


land, crossing forests and marshes and 
climbing over the dangerous waterfalls 
of Salto del Guayra, where the waters 
rushed into the abyss from a height of 


been constructed far away from the Spanish settlements 
and because of this, they were left unprotected. The 
paulists began to attack the Reductions of Guayra, they 


captured thousands of Indians and destroyed all the 3 niin Giblaisuial nia liednele- late 
Reductions except those of San Ignacio Mini and Loreto, neise-thatouretiea imawiclcas 
which had to be abandoned because the danger of new animals found within a radius of many 
attacks from the paulists persisted. In 1631 began what has miles from the falls. (Today this Fall has 
been called the “great exodus” towards the South in order disappeared because of the 

to escape from the hunters of slaves. construction of the Itapu reservoir). 


After 30 days of this march, only 4.000 
persons arrived at the proximity of the 
Yasbebiri stream, on the left bank of 
the Rio Parana. There they could build 
new settlements of two Reductions, 
with the same name as those they had 
abandoned, San Ignacio Mini and 
Loreto. In the territories of Itatin, Tape 
and the area South of Asuncion, even 
the Reductions that had not been 
destroyed, had to be abandoned. 















The battle of Mborore 


In 1638 Fr. Ruiz Montoya, the Superior 
General of the Reductions at that time, 
travelled to Madrid to request the king 
to suspend the legislation that forbade 
the indigenous peoples to own fire 
arms, and he succeeded in convincing 
the Crown to supply fire arms to the 
Reductions and to train the natives 

in the use of them. 


Florian Paucke, S.J. ilustration of an Indian battle 


In March, 1641, in the confluence of 
Uruguay river and the Mborore stream, 
near the St. Xavier's Reduction, an army 
of 4.000 Guaranies wiped out an 
expedition of 3.000 paulists. This battle is 
considered “the most important military 
event in the history of Colonial America’, 
as a consequence of which the 
Reductions gained greater security and 
development, though there were still 
incursions till 1671. 
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Location and organization 
of the Reductions 


Fr. Diego Torres in his “Relatione breve,’ in 1603 writes: Before founding a Reduction, 
we have to study very well the location, because it has to be large enough 

to accommodate many Indians, with plenty of space, good water and fit to build farms 
where the Indians may hunt and fish, and we must try and get to know very well 

the Indians and especially the chieftains”. 


Government Administration of justice 

The Fathers were the highest civil and religious In the Reductions there was a judicial system 
authority in the Reductions. In each one there had to and a police organization, which had mainly 
be at least two Fathers: The Parish priest or “Pai Tuja’, a preventive intention. 


responsible for the economy, construction and 
administration, and the minor Father or “Pai Mini,’ who The death sentence did not exist. The crimes were 


was responsible for the catechism, the care of the sick, generally punished through scourging, which was 

and the religious services. done usually in the public square and in the presence 
of the Fathers in order to avoid excesses in the 

The administration of the Reduction corresponded to administration of the punishment. There were also 

the Cabildo, a council formed by indigenous, with other punishments like jail for a short time. 


authority over the population. In all the Reductions 
there was a building for the seat of the Cabildo. The 
head of the Cabildo was the Corregidor (chief 
magistrate), in charge of administering justice, and 
two mayors, in charge of watching over the good 
behaviour, of punishing the lazy and the vagabonds, 
and ascertaining that all fulfilled their obligations. 
There were also alguaciles(constables), a treasurer, a 
porter and a sacristan. 
















The caciques (chieftains) were the natural leaders of 
the indigenous people. From the beginning the 
Fathers accepted those caciques. Their importance 
was maintained in the military organization more than 
in the civil one, and it increased during the military 
expeditions, when they exerted their authority. 








Health and 
natural medicine 


The Indians suffered from few sicknesses, 
but the arrival of he Spaniards opened the 
door to many of them, especially plague and 
smallpox. In the epidemic that devastated 
the Reductions between 1641 and 1643 
they had to improvise medics, nurses 

and bonesetters. 





Following the example of St. Camilo in Italy, the 
Jesuits began to plan the first schools of medicine 
This was initiated in 1700. 


In these schools the teaching was directed to the 
totality of the person of the patient, because, in their 
mentality, it was impossible to separate the physical 
from spiritual health. 


Three health regions were established, with a 
responsible person in each one, generally a Jesuit. 
Later on in every region there was a medical doctor, 
and a team of nurses. Hospitals were constructed 
only in case of epidemics or contagious diseases. 


Natural medicine 

Usually the patients were attended in their own homes 
by the family members. The nurses took responsibility 
for the medicines, and they knew many curative herbs. 
Their job was to visit the sick in their homes, to 
diagnose the disease and to administer the proper 
medicine. If the patient was in a serious condition, their 
first duty was to inform the Fathers, so that they could 
administer the last sacraments to the patients. 
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The cemeteries 

The building of cemeteries in the Reductions took 
place a century and a half earlier than in the Spanish 
cities of Rio de la Plata. The cemetery was always 
situated behind the church and was very large. Each 
tomb had across on it. There were different partitions 
for children and adults. The Fathers were buried under 
the floor of the church. 
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The economic system 


Right from the beginning the Reductions formed an independent economic unity 
through which they related to each other on the basis of exchange. 

At the individual level indigenous peoples had no clear notion of the value of things. 
More often than not they lost in their exchanges. Owing to this difficulty, 

the missionaries watched their trade so that they would not be cheated. 



















The ownership of the land the ownership 
of the land had two different basic forms: one was 
the“Aba-mbae", that is, the land that the Indians 
cultivated as their own. They could not sell it, and 
their families lived on its produce. The second was 
the “Tupa-mbae” or God's property, this belonged 
to the community and the produce reverted to the 
benefit of the community. 


Agriculture In the time of the Reductions the Fr. Cardiel in his “Letter and Realation of the Missions 

crops of maize, barley, wheat and rice alternated of the Province of Paraguay” says: 

four times a year. Cotton was cultivated in three "The Fathers took lots of pains in starting ‘mate’ 

different varieties. They also cultivated sugar, wine plantations in the villages. It was hard work 

and tobacco. because the seeds they had were as big as a pepper 
— grain, and besides the grains inside were covered 

Cattie raiSing Cattle raising was given greater with a kind of gum, which make it difficult to take 

importance than agriculture, and so large expanses root. At last, after many attempts, they realized 
















that the grains would germinate if taken apart 
from the gum. The tender plants were 
transplanted from the well manured nursery to 
another place where they remained until they 
had hardened, then they were taken to the 
plantation. After two or three years of care and 
watering, they took root, they began to grow 
well, and after eight or then years it was 
possible to collect the herb’ 


of land were set aside for it, they were called 
estancias (cattle ranch). 


In the estancias they built a small house and grew 
vegetable gardens. There lived the capataz 
(foreman), who was responsible for the cattle ranch, 
and several families. In 1631, when owing to the 
paulist invasions, they had to abandon the land of 
Guayra, they left behind 30.000 cattle heads. 


The ‘mate’ herb tn one of the Annual Letters 
written between 1637 and 1639, they describe how the 
Fathers decided to offer the Indians an alternati 
drink to alcohol. They gave them the mate her 
paraguayensis). The plant was dried up, it was 
and ground, then an infusion was prepared t 
produced an stimulating effect to which the 
natives promptly grew addicted. 


With the passing of time the mate 
herb became a source of 
important income in the 
Reductions, to such an extent 
that, nearly a century after 
the expulsion of the Jesuits, 
they were exporting five 
million kilos a year. 
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he organization of work 





er. Guillermo Furlong, an untiring researcher of the history of the Reductions, 
who expired in1974 relates the following: 


“In a reduction of 5.000 persons, close to 3.000 for the cultivation of sugarcane, which demanded 
were expected to work, and they planned work in permanent care from experienced persons. (...) The 
such a way that no one could escape his duty. There residence of the missionaries employed more than 
were plots for cattle in which around 200 persons 10 persons for sowing and collecting the harvest. 
were employed with different responsibilities. (...) The houses of the Reductions were being built, the 
There were cultivated fields, where only to drive streets had to be made even, the signalling of the 
away papagayos( parrots), frightful enemies of pathways, the water supply which required 
plantations, it was necessary to keep a hundred or conduits, all types of work that needed a 

more workers everyday. There were plantations of considerable number of persons. (...) There was the 
the mate herb, with more than 500 plants in which slaughter house and a place to distribute meat and 
it was necessary to keep the earth clean around bread, store rooms, and other rooms in which the 
every plant, to water them in dry weather, to gather _ people in charge of the various factories and 

the leaves, toast them and store them. (...) There workshops with their attending labourers and 

were cotton plantations, and there was land kept apprentices could stay, 
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In the Reductions the minimum age to marry 
was 17 years for men and 15 for women. 

In both cases permission from their parents 
was necessary. Before marriage, the priest 
had a talk with the bride and the bridegroom 
separately, in order to make sure that they 
were choosing matrimony freely, and that 
there was no impediment. The celebration 

of this sacrament was very solemn and 

the ritual very beautiful. 
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Marriage and family 
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Leonie Matthis. Group Marriages 


The liturgy of this sacrament was followed by 

a truly popular feast. An expression of the awareness 
that all had of this sacrament. Fr. Cardiel narrates 

in his “Letter and Realation of the Missions 

of the Province of Paraguay”: 


“Once I went quietly to see what they were doing 
during the feast. I arrived suddenly, without being 
noticed by them, and I saw at one end of the table 
the bridegrooms, and in front of them the brides, 
and all i: them were eating while the musicians 
were singing the virtues of Our Lady. Contemplating 
so human as well as devout celebration, I could 
hardly contain tears of joy. 


There were different points of view regarding the 
controversy on whether the baptized natives were 
obliged to remain with the woman with whom they 
had cohabited before their conversion to Christianity 
or they were permitted to take another woman. Pope 
Urban VIll established that there were valid reasons to 
adopt either position, and therefore they could follow 
the solution that appeared more favourable. 


Fr. Ruiz de Montoya writes: 


‘Although in our Sunday sermons we tried to 
explain as clearly as possible the mysteries of our 
faith and the divine precepts, and we instructed 
them about the temptations of the flesh, we kept 
silence about the sixth commandment in order to 
avoid that those tender plants should not wither 
away in the confrontation with the Gospel. This 
silence lasted two years, and it was definitely 
necessary, as it was confirmed by the success that 
we obtained later’ 








Architecture 


The architecture of the Reductions 
constitutes one of the clearest and most 
extraordinary vestiges of the Jesuit 
missionary experience. Several of their 
remains (Trinidad, Jesus of Tevarengue, 
San Ignacio Mini) have been declared 
Patrimony of Humanity. 


Many Jesuit architects worked in these 
constructions, Spaniards, Italians, 
Germans, and Austrians. 


The remaining ruins, together with 
written reports like the one sent by 

Fr. Sepp (Reglament, 1732) allow us to 
appreciate the technique and materials, 
the stone work, the formula for 
manufacturing tiles and Bricks, iron 
extracted from a local stone called 
“itacuri’, or the production of lime 

out of big snails crushed to ashes. 


Reduction of Trinidad 





The mastery of technique and the skill of the Jesuit 
architects contributed to build constructions of great 
dimensions and the systematic use of the semi- 
circular dome... we find an assimilation of the 
different European styles, but most of them belong 
to various interpretations of the baroque. For 
instance in El Jesus we find oval arches of clear 
Spanish-Muslim legacy, and the facade of San Miguel 
recalls the Gesu in Rome. 





Together with the traditional decorative motifs, we 
find vegetable forms inspired in the local flora, like the 
tobacco leaf or the “apepu” (the missionary orange). 


We know the names of some of those Fathers: Juan 
Antonio de Rivera, Jose Grimau, Antonio Sepp, 
Petragrassa, Jose Cataldini or Brother Jose 
Brassanelli. The most famous architect was Brother 
Juan Bautista Primoli. 








From the beginning, music, dance 

and theatre were the pillars of the education 
and Christian formation of the Indians. 

The Jesuits made use of the great evangelising 
value of these artistic activities. 


Music A testimony of the beauty and the 
importance of music is apparent in the frescoes of 
the church of the Reduction of the Trinity which 
represent the different instruments which were used 
habitually. In the presbytery there is a bas-relief that 
depicts the Virgin surrounded by a choir of angels 
that play trumpets, harps and wind instruments. 
Every Reduction had a choir and their music masters 
could play several instruments like harps, trumpets, 
horns, and fagots. Music and singing accompanied 
every action of the day: the Mass,catechism,work 

in the fields,life at home and prayer. 


The composing masters The fame of the 
music scores of the Guarani musicians were known 
not only in the main cities of America but also in 
Europe. They even reached the ears of Pope 
Benedict XIV. There were many Jesuits that 
composed music for the Reductions. 


One great musician was Fr. Antonio Sepp (1655-1733), 


another one was Fr. Martin Schmidt (1694-1772); 


separately both created schools of music and song for 
the Indians, in which many masters were trained, who 


on their turn taught music to others. Fr. Schmidt used 
to construct instruments and taught the natives to 
make harps and trumpets. He taught them also to 
smelt metal for the tubes of the organs. The greatest 
compositor of music that was interpreted in the 
Reductions was the Italian Domenico Zipoli. His style 
is typical of that epoch, employing counterpoint and 
making use of different instruments characteristic of 
the baroque music. 


Dance and Theatre the Jesuits made the 
most of the theatre as an educational tool on 
Sundays and feast days, and all the actors were 
ordinary natives who acted as real professionals. 


Dance and theatre were not conceived as an 
independent form of art, because the dances were 
in a great part dramatized, the theatre was a drama 
in which music and dance predominated. 
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Music, dance and theatre 





Fr. Antonio Sepp, in one of his letters, writes about 
the Indians: “They are by nature musicians, as if 
they had been born to make music:they learn how 
to play the instruments with surprising facility 
and always in a very short time... In the Reduction 
of St. John the Baptist there is a 12 year old boy 
who executes with his fingers German sonatas, 
dances and ballets and many other musical pieces 
written by the most outstanding European 
masters,like Ignaz von Biber and Johann 
Schmelzer’ 


Fr. Cardiel writes: “I have travelled all over Spain, 
but in few cathedrals have I heard better music 
than here... What moves one to special devotion is 
the form in which the Indians sing: not with the 
pride and brazenness they sing in Spain, but with 
great serenity, devotion and modesty: 








The language and the printing press 


Initially the Guarani language was only a spoken 
language, but even in its oral expression it had 
already its own grammatical structure. In the 
Reductions only Guarani was spoken, and the 
Jesuits, following the initiative of Fr. Ruiz de 
Montoya, wrote and translated books in this 
language. 


In the Reductions illiteracy came to an end, and 
in fact, the literary production had no equal in 
other neighbouring cities. The Jesuits became 
for the Guranies what the Benedictines had 
been for the Christian Europe. 


The printing press The concern for good 
calligraphy became a “noble mania” among the 
Guaranies of the 30 Reductions. To write elegantly and 
to emulate the printed characters was very common 
among them. In 1632 the Missionaries requested Fr. 
General to send some Jesuits who could teach the 
Natives the art of printing, since they did not know it. 
At the end of the XVII century Fathers Juan Bautista 
Neumann and Jose Serrano put up the first Printing 
Press, utilizing hard wood from the forests, aided by 
skilful Guaranies who sculpted the types or smelted 
them in tin. Among the first printed books we must 
cite the “Roman Martyrology’, edited in 1700, and “The 
difference between the temporal and the eternal” by 
Father Eusebio Nieremberg, translated into Guarani by 
Fr. Serrano in 1705. Out of the books edited in the 

















Reductions, only nine copies have been preserved. ie 
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Science 


The astronomical observatory 


In the Reduction of San Cosme y San Damian there was an astronomical Observatory set up 
by Fr. Bonaventura Suarez, a native of Santa Fe (Argentina), who, apart from Astronomy, 
was also an expert in fabricating organs and mirrors. He also perfected the art 

of smelting bells and taught the Indians to gild chalices. 
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LUNARIO 
DEUNSIGLO 


Que camienza en Enero del afio de 1740. , y acaba en 
Diziembre de] afiv de 13.41. en que fe comprehen- 
den ciento y un sftos cumplidas. 
CONTIENE LOS ASPECTOS PRINCIPA. 
tes de Sol, y Lana, efto cs las Conjuntiones , Opsficiones , y 
Quartos de la Luna con ed Sol, fegan fas mtovimentos ver- 
dadevos: y la noticia de lok Echpfes dz amos Livnurares, 
que feran v.fibles por toda ef Sigio en eftas Miffiones 
de fa Compaiiia de Jefus en la Proumcia 
del Paraguay. 

REGULADA, Y ALIGADA LA HORA DE 
los Alpectos.y Ectiples a! Meridiano det Pueblo de 
los efclarecidos Martyres 


SAN COSME, YSAN DA MIAN, 
¥ eftendido fa ufiya otros Meridianes por uitdio dz [2 



















i eral alla . His research and investigations astounded the scientists all over the world. 
‘igi gui fo Matematct Aetc, Fr, Buenaventura pu blished in Europe the first book on Astronomy as 
afios figuientes,defect de 18 42. hatta cl de 1903. developed in South America. It deals with a “Lunario” (about the moon), 
BUEN AN! NTUR A SUA REZ, which begins in January 1740, and ends in December 1841, with the 
i conjunctions or positions of the phases of the moon with the sun, and the 
Ena =? eBWisarsco A Te formation of eclipses that would be visible. In the “Lunario’, Suarez adds 


Con totes las ticeutias mecéfarias Atte de 17458. 


some details about his work: 


“Since I did not have the instruments, I would not have been able to make these observations had I not 
manufactured with my own hands the necessary instruments: like pendulum clocks marking minutes and 
seconds and quadrants, in order to make the clocks coincide with the solar hour, dividing each grade in 
minutes; also telescopes between eight and twenty three feet, with convex lenses and various graduations. 


32 




























sculpture 


In every Reduction there were workshops; 

in some of them more than 30 artists were 
employed. The amount of paintings and of 
sculptured images was such that they were 
used not only to decorate the churches and 
the chapels of residences, but also they were 
sold as authentic art works. 


In 1800 Jean-Antoine De Moussy describes the 
chapel of Loreto in the Reduction of Santa Rosa: 


“It is literally covered with statues of saints, 
sculpted in wood. The lintel is crowned by 

St Michael defeating the devil, the baptistery 

is decorated with a group of sculptures in wood 
which represent the baptism of Jesus, the sacristy, 
situated in the apse, has a magnificent altar 
richly adorned with sculptures and large 
cupboards resting on the walls that are 
meticulously sculpted in wood too. 


Most of the works were sculpted in wood, especially 
cedar, and in a smaller scale, of jacaranda, and other 
kinds of wood found in the region, whereas for the 
external decoration of the churches sculptured 
stone was employed. 


Painting 


The first painter to arrive in the Reductions 
was Brother Bernardo Rodriguez, sent by 
the Province of Peru. As mentioned ina 
Letter of 1616: “Rodriguez was the one 
who taught the Indians the art of painting”. 




















Other great artists were Bassanelli, Louis Berger... 
and Brother Luis de la Cruz, an expert, apart from 
painting, in Mathematics and Perspective. He joined 
the Reductions in 1640 and worked continuously 
there, to such an extent, that the Annual Letters 
refer that “the houses, the schools, and the 
reductions are full of his paintings. 


Even today, we can contemplate in the chapel 

of Nuestra Senora de Loreto and in he Reduction of 
Santa Rosa the remains of a fresco that represents the 
Nativity and the transfer of the Holy House of Loreto. 
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St. Roque Gonzalez de Santa Cruz 


The first paraguayan and jesuit saint 


St. Roque Gonzalez de Santa Cruz is today in 
Paraguay an apostolic figure of great appeal 
to the young: A passionate lover of Christ and 
of the Indians (Guayurus and Guaranies), a 
defender of their rights and liberties, an 
indefatigable missionary, he was the founder 
of the first Jesuit Reductions. 


He was born in Asuncion, Paraguay in 1576. He was 
ordained at the age of 22 on May 9, 1609. He joined 
the Society of Jesus and while still a novice, he spent 
a long time among the Indians. Two years later he was 
appointed the first Superior of the first Reduction of 
Paraguay, San Ignacio de Guazu. 


The commitment of Fr. Rogue Gonzalez to the Guaranies 
was total, getting up at any time in the night whenever 
the need arose. In the Annual Letter from the Reduction 
of Parana (St. Ignacio, October 8, 1613), Fr. Diego de 
Torres, Provincial, narrates how he went in search of an 
Indian stung by a snake in the middle of a field, and how 
he took very good care of him with much love: 


“When I arrived I found him lying on the ground, 
naked, and full of ashes, because as an effect of his 
pain, he was rolling about in a small fire which his 
companions had lighted for him... I started cleaning 
his mouth and nose; he began recovering 
consciousness and he opened his eyes and recognized 
me... he told me that he wanted to make his 
confession, and he made it very well, and when I 
finished giving him absolution he gave up his soul 
to his Creator, and I experienced the greatest 
consolation in my life: 


The desire of spreading the Gospel to the whole world 
gave him strength to go ahead. 


On March 22, 1615 he founded a Reduction in Itapua 
(today it’s called Posadas, a city in Argentina). It was 
very soon moved to the other bank of the river in what 
today is Encarnacion, Paraguay. That is why he is 
acknowledged as the patron of both cities. 


Two other Reductions founded by St. Roque Gonzalez 
are Concepcion (1619) and Candelaria (1627). 


A description of the Reductions by St. Roque is 
preserved in a letter to Bis brother Francisco, 





Lieutenant-General, who used to bring him complaints 
about the Jesuits: 


“We work for justice. The Indians need to be free 

rom slavery and from the hard personal servitude in 
which they find themselves. In justice they are 
exempt from it by natural, divine and human law” 
(13th December, 1614). 


The Missionary success of Roque Gonzalez and Alfonso 
Rodriguez gave rise to hostility on the part of some 
Indians, headed by the sorcerer “Nezu’, who finally 
assassinated them in the forest, in the recently founded 
Reduction of Todos los Santos de Caaro (a place South 
of what is today Brazil, on 15th November, 1628.) 


The murderers burnt the body of St. Roque Gonzalez, 
but the heart remained intact together with the stone 
axe, the instrument of his martyrdom; both are exposed 
in the Chapel of the Martyrs (School of Cristo Rey, 
Asuncion, Paraguay). 


St. Roque and his companions were canonized by John 


Paul Il during his visit to Paraguay, in the city of 
Asuncion, May 1988. 
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St. Juan del Castillo 


Jesuit Martyr, 17th November 


He was born in Belmonte 
(Spain, 1596) and he studied 

in the Jesuit School in the city. 
In 1614 he joined the Society 

of Jesus. He volunteered for the 
Mission in Chile and Paraguay. 
In 1616 he left for the American 
coal ai ar=lalm-)alemelameley-|cemaat-mjalle) 
he made friends with the young 
Jesuit Alfonso Rodriguez. Once 
at=milalcialqve mal ewido lel (-w-lale mr) inst 
three years of his apostolic 
anles-Jle]am am dal=mereleida me) m@all (on 

Tale koy4om okolda mer meal-Ja0mU-1c= 
appointed to the new 

rol Ularel-1ale)amelmaalcmah(clt 
Uruguay, where they were 
martyred. 


Two days after the martyrdom of 
Roque Gonzalea and Alfonso 
Rodriguez, the chieftains, followers 
of “Nezu’, arrived in the Reduction of 
Asuncion de Yjuhi. It was three 
o'clock in the afternoon. Juan was at 
the door praying the breviary. Pablo 
Arayu, a witness, narrates the facts: 


"The old chieftain Quarabi ordered 
another chieftain by name 
Araguira, to attack the Father. 

He did it. He embraced him from 
behind and twisted his arms. 

They dragged him to the forest. 
They dwells garments, they left 
only one sock and the sleeves 

in his arms... 
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When he was asked what Father did and said when he 


An Indian, called Mirunga, knocked him down. was captured and killed, Pablo Arayu answered: 

They tied cords around his wrists and they tugged “When they caught him he made an effort to free 
him further inside the forest. Another Indian hit himself. He said: Children, what is this? As they 
him several times in the stomach with a stone- seized him, he called his friends for help” When they 
mace. They dragged him till a muddy spot. He were dragging him, he heard him say: ;Oh, my Jesus!, 
was covered with blood. There they shattered his and some other words in his own language which he 
head with a big stone: could not understand: 
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Why did the Reductions come to an end? 


The Treaty of the limits in 1750 unleashed 

a fierce campaign against the Jesuits, which 
culminated in their expulsion from 

the Spanish domains in 1767 and finally 
with their dissolution or extinction in1773. 





With the departure of the Fathers, everything 
on which the Reductions were founded was 
rapidly eliminated and the new people who 
replaced the Jesuits in the organization 

of the Reductions, were unwilling or unable 
to continue the experience of the Jesuits. 


Letter to the Governor Bucarelli from the Indians of 
the Reduction of St. Luis: 


“Mr. Governor: May the Lord protect you. It is we 
who speak to you, the town council and the Chiefs, 
with the Indians, women and children, the whole 
population of St. Luis. Sir, we affirm with all 
confidence that all of us are your sons, and we 
implore you with tears in our eyes that you allow 
the Fathers, Priests of the Society of Jesus, to 
remain always with us, and that to this end, you 
present to the good King our petitions in the name 
and for the love of God. This is our humble petition 
with tears in our eyes from all of us: men and 
women, young men and young women, and 
particularly the poor, and finally all of us. Thesons — “It is difficult to describe the farewell, the tears they 





Reduction of landed 


of St. Ignatius came and solicitously took care of shed, the complaints, the penetrating bitter 

our ancestors and instructed them. The Fathers of weeping, the lamentations, their loud cries. Zoiyat, 
the Society of Jesus know how to tolerate our poor azica ana, they shouted; oh Father, stay on mies 
conditions and help us to face our difficulties, and don ‘t go away, dont abandon us. ;Yaki nazarati 
thus we live a happy life for God and for the King, zoichacu? Who will protect us? Who will help us? 
and are ready to pay a heavier tax if he so disposes. Who will take us to heaven?” 


That is why, dear Governor, listen to our petitions 
and see to it that they are granted to us. Besides we ' 
would like to assure you that we are not slaves in | 
any way, neither were our ancestors. Besides we do 
not like the way the Spaniards behave, who only 
think of themselves, without supporting and 
helping others. This is the plain truth, we 
truthfully tell you this, dear Governor. Kindly do 
what we ask you, and Our Lord will reward you 
granting you whatever you need. May the Lord 
protect you now and for ever. This is all we wanted 
to tell you. In San Luis, February 28, 1768° 


This is how the farewell was narrated by Fr. Martin 
Schmidt, Superior of the Mission to the Chiquitos and 
Moxos (present day Bolivia): 
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The Society of Jesus 


sent to the frontiers of today s mission, under the Roman Pontiff 


During the 35th General Congregation of the Society of Jesus (2008), 
Pope Benedict XVI entrusted the Jesuits the mission of “bringing the Gospel 
to the frontiers of Faith, of Culture and of civil society”. 

oy = 7 
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- The Jesuits accepted the mission of Pope Benedict XVI 
and they reformulated their mission today. Which are 
these frontiers? 


¢ The new frontiers of immediate communication and 
digital technology where enormous human progress is 
being generated, but from which so many people are 
marginalized and excluded. 

- The new frontiers of the global markets of injustice, in 
order to cross them in search of a better future in solidarity. 

- The new frontiers of lack of communication in a world with 

the beast means of communication that simultaneously 

allows abysses of loneliness and exclusion. 

The new frontiers of science which generate the 

knowledge of the most profound mysteries of life and 

which, in some areas, do not defend the dignity of man, 
nor life itself. 

- In this global world, marked by such important changes, 
we wish to deepen our understanding of the call to serve 
the Faith, promote justice and dialogue with the culture 
and with other religions in the light of the apostolic 
mandate of establishing just relations with God, with 
others and with creation. 
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The Jesuits continue 
to stand by the side of 
the indigenous peoples 


The work of the Jesuits with the 
indigenous peoples did not die 
with the disappearance of the 
Reductions. It still remains. In the 
recent 35th General Congregation, 
the Jesuits reflected on how to help 
them more: “The indigenous peoples, 

dispersed throughout the world, number 

today 370 million persons, with a rich 

cultural heritage. Due to various political and 
socio-economic processes, they find themselves 
among the most marginalized and exploited people 
in the world. The process of globalization has an impact 
particularly on them, just as the climatic change 
profoundly shakes them. Confronting this situation that 
endangers their very survival, the Society of Jesus should 
increase its compromise with them’. 


We find examples everywhere in the world: 

- From the itinerant team in the Amazonia, the work 
with the indigenous peoples in Bolivia or Venezuela, 

- with the Adivasis (Aborigines) in India, 

« the communities in Malasia, 

« the indigenous peoples in Australia, 

¢ or those in Ontario (Canada). 


The “globalized” indigenous peoples 
The Jesuit compromise covers the pastoral, social and 
political dimensions, and leads them even to give up 
their life as in the case of the Spanish Jesuit Vicente 
Canas who went to live with the Enaweneé Nawe in he 
Brazilian Amazonia and who was assassinated by the 
landlords who occupied the lands of the Indians (April 
6, 1987). Also Fr. Bartolome Melia lived with the 
Indians Enawene Nawe. These Jesuits are witness to 
how the history of oppression of the indigenous 
peoples is being repeated. The great threats today are 
the multinationals (trading in wood, petrol, mining 
and the hydro-electricals...) and the climatic change. 
They also testify that the respect of the indigenous 
people for the creation that God has freely given us is 
disappearing. Are not the indigenous peoples the 
proximate extinct species in our globalized world? 


Where are the Jesuits now? 
¢ In Education (with Institutions at all educational levels, 
and with close to two million and a half alumni). 


«In Social Action both in developing countries as well 
as with the needy of the first world, with local as well 
as with universal outreach, like the Jesuit Service for 
Refugees. 





«In the intellectual sphere, with ample and 
acknowledged presence in Theology, Sciences and 
culture, and in permanent dialogue with them. 


«In the pastoral field, through 2.000 parishes and 
35.000 associations of lay people with Ignatian 
inspiration. 


«In inter religious dialogue and with 
the non-believers. 


- In the Social Means of Communication (with Radio 
and Television Stations, Publications, editorial 
agencies, web pages and presence in social webs...) 


And cementing all these missions we find them 
spreading Ignatian spirituality which wants to 
“search and find God in all things’, raising our eyes 
to the universal, but keeping our feet firmly planted 
on the concrete and the proximate. 


Its promotion and diffusion is supported by the 
Spiritual Exercises, a process of attaining God’s 
experience to search, discover and follow his will. 

In this area the Society has 279 centres of Spirituality 
and Retreat Houses throughout the world. 


How many are the Jesuits today? 

On 1st January 2011 the Jesuits numbered 

17.906 members, out of whom 12.737 were priests, 
1.535 were Brothers, 2.850 students in formation 
and 784 novices. 


The Jesuits work apostolically in 127 countries 


in the 5 continents, with a notable numerical 
presence in Southern Asia. 
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Models 


yale =i belsteM- ea nlele(=1 me) mual=matsrel ead (olame)mey-lam(elar-ce emi uilal 
(whose ruins were excavated a few years ago and rescued from 
the invasion of the forest) is exhibited as a partial reproduction, 
which helps to imagine it just as it was before it deteriorated 
after the expulsion of the Jesuits. 


Ni avecmanlole(-1m-ielele[=s1c-1e ma atom (e(-r-Morme@elananl cs s(elalialem Ualmct-[aarome lel Nale les 
to prepare three other models of the same characteristics. 

All three have been made in Argentina, with materials of Guarani 
ceramics by D. Juan Hedman and D. Hugo E. Vera, who are experts 
in the theme of the Reductions and Professors in the Faculty of 
Plastic Arts in Posadas. 


PN | Ma alcarme-) e)gese (0 cel de) atmar-)\com eXarclame(elaemu7itemee)inle)(acemelcialelile 
rigour after taking the measurements of the remains and sketching 
what had been destroyed. All this has been done in the light of 

id ayom=y 4c] aim e)1e) | (ele) >] ahyme/m-] | Maar=miae(e|(=rw-]aremalbice) a (er mer-]e- maar) t 
have been preserved and the new studies which have been done, 
all studies being contrasted adequately, and with the studies on 
site which were required. 


First model 

This is the model that best resembles the already mentioned Reduction 
of San Ignacio Mini, whose ruins can be found in the territory of present 
day Argentina. Our model reflects in its totality a scale of 1.75. 

It is an impressive model of 30 square metres (5 x 6). It offers a very 
complete idea of what was a Reduction. It was in San Ignacio Mini 
where the development of the great architecture began. 


second made! 

tt has an approximate size of 3 x 5 metres and it reproduces, in a smaller 
scale (1/125), the Reduction of the Holy Martyrs of Japan. It shows its urban 
nucleus, as well as its interesting system of water treatment and cleaning 
fo) mane comlam-lan-lac(@(-1mCL<-s 


Third model 

It reproduces the church and school of the Reduction of Jesus (Paraguay), 
at a scale of 1.75 and total size of about 1 x 5 metres. The church of Jesus 
WYP are(cimeelatiuaerq@dcelamy/al-)amual-e->.4el0|ky(e)ame)meal=mel-c Olle miele) @e)t-(ace 

but -unlike nearly all other churches which deteriorated totally or partially- 
this church, though unfinished, was preserved as a testimony and symbol 
of a truncated cultural experience in full development. Even then, it is one 
of the most beautiful examples of the Guarani art, with curious ‘mudejar’ 
reminiscences (oval arches and suggestive colour contrasts), the work 

of Aragonese Jesuit Brother Antonio Forcada. 
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How did a Reduction look? 


In all the Reductions the design had a fixed scheme. It had a large main square, 
in which the church was situated. A large cross or a statue of the Blessed Virgin 
or of the patron saint of the town was also erected there. 
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1 Temple 

2 Cemetery 

3 House of the pastor 
4 Workshops 

5 Orchard 

5 House of widows 

’ Place 

8 Statue of Virgin Mary 
9 Chapels 
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Reduction of Jesus 


MDaree-lasteMu dats) camtaromealel ce em cm eleliimarccemanze) 
Felco remeo)ealocolelave em lameatsmileimelalom com eal= 
rooms where the Fathers lived, and the 
classrooms for the children. In the second 
compound were the workshops and laboratories 
where the Indians studied and were trained in 
the various technical professions. There were 
blacksmiths, carpenters, sculptors, weavers, 
gilders, gold and silver smiths, painters, organ 
constructors, bell smelters and makers of all 
types of bronze objects. Also in this second 
compound were often the slaughter house and 
butcher shop. 


Tamdat=marciielalerelelgarereceMeoyment-melalv ceamn ic 
situated the cemetery and the “coty guazu” (great 
refuge), a home for widows and orphans 
@olarikisiare me)m-merolan) olele lace mie) | Mom colelaary 


sialaviavemiarem@alvligamaat-lc-muc-he-Mclce(omel-]cel-ia 
where all kinds of fruits were cultivated, from 
oranges to vegetables imported from Europe, 
native flowers and those from the old world. In 
the garden, the Fathers had developed a system 
of artificial watering. 


Galleries and corridors were built to protect 
themselves from the sun and from the rain, and 
they were raised from the ground about one 
metre (covered with wood or stone), and one 
could cross from one to the other. In the design 
of the first Reductions provision was made for a 
sewer system. The public hygienic services were 
situated at the two ends of each ward, one side 
for men and the other for women. 


For the use of water they built not only cisterns, 
fountains and dams; there was also a system of 
Neches] mae) are lUcele(elam yu al(@emie) eee mi mcokelic-1sah) 
and fountains and also watered the fields. In 
Santa Maria de la Fe one can even now see the 
famous “Ykua Teja’, a cistern in which the women 
drew water for domestic use and to wash clothes. 
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Reduction of San Cosme y Damian 


Each moment of the day was for the Jesuits 
Flaw iilaaat-Vale)amemsal-iimccit-)d(eariall om 71am Cielo p 
Their motto was © | 


je 


The time-table they lived by can be read 
Tabsy- lam (elar-celemiuiiele 


04:00 
04:30 
05:30 
06:00 
07:00 


08:00 


09:00 


11:30 


12:00 
13:00 
14:00 


16:00 
18:00 
18:30 


19:00 
20:00 
20:30 


FW el=1axe]amw7-kw-] ©) exe) al cave M=t-(e am =1-) acon dlale| 
the bell so that people may wake up. 
Prayer of the Hail Mary and meditation. 


aiiare|iaye me) Malou: ]celom ol-1| meen er-] 1m el-c0) 0)(-m COME hS7 


If there are emergencies, the Father goes 
to anoint the sick. 

Holy Mass 

Father distributes the ‘mate’ herb and discusses 
with the governor the tasks of the day. 
Religious office for the sick and celebration 
eo) Milal-lecl ke 

msl alst Mm alst] eM GaI-R@elAlicvielarmelmanlicelccia 
and adult. Afterwards he visits the schools 
Flare mdat-miclanaky 

The bell rigs for the examination 

eo) eclakial=alace 

Lunch 

Rest 

Bell to return to work. Father resumes 

the visists. 

Catechism. 

Holy Rosary. 

Burials. The Parish Priest takes care 

omer laiemc lille 

O)iiasme)mualom alee ae 

Supper. 

sy oli aidurc] masrelellate mmaarcrelie- 1d (olan 


04:00 
04:30 
05:30 


11:30 


12:00 
13:00 
14:00 
18:00 


19:00 
20:00 
20:30 





Rising 

Preparation for the day and for Holy Mass. 
Holy Mass. They greet the Father and receive 
their ration of the mate herb. They receive 
instructions for the work of the day. They drink 
mate in their homes and then they go to work. 
Those who work in the workshops have a break 
ro)mr-Relelal ae) maare ccs 

Lunch 

Rest 

Back to work till the time to pray the Rosary. 
Rosary. They receive their ration of mate and 
of meat, they attend the office of the deceased. 
ENat=yvacslceleamale)anom-laremelsial @aareicen 

Supper 

They sing and play instruments till the time 

oko (omcol el-16 





The Church was the centre of life in the 
Reductions. The beauty of the church stood out 
among other edifices. In his work “Letter and 
relation of the Missions of he Province of 
Paraguay” (1747) Fr. Jose Cardiel writes: 

“These churches, houses of God, are the main 
buildings in each Reduction, and just like the 
cathedrals in Europe, they are very large, partly 
because, since there is only one in each town, it is 
necessary that they can accommodate the 
thousands of persons who come together for 
Mass on feast days. Generally they have three 
naves, but some of them have even five. They are 
protected by covered corridors to counteract the 
force of the storms. Generally they have five large 
doors, some of them have even seven’. 


Caiecnesis 

The natural religion of the Indians was always 
accepted, but also educated. This explains why the 
result was a free and well organized society, socially 
lave m=\ee)ale)aaile-]| Am Nal l-ciell cme dalcolele am aat=mcct-(ealiace me) 
Catechism, tried to explain the reasons for accepting 
the Faith, so that these reasons might become the 

a dicciece)amiolmalelalaivrelelaat-laiem-laremcolmelcole)in mela lircw-lare 
action. Each day they taught catechism to the 
children, twice a week to adults and three times per 
week to the elderly. In the Reductions, Mass was 
celebrated everyday, but there was no obligation of 
attending daily. “The greatest emphasis is put on the 
Christian education of children (...) because if they 
were left to the care of their parents, they will grow 
like little animals and they will become lazy for the 
rest of their life” (Fr. Cardiel in the quoted letter). 


Reduction of Tesus 


The church, the nucleus of a Reduction 


) Reduction of San Cosme y Damian 


The life of the Fathers 


Their life was based on intense daily prayer and on 
personal formation. Their house was protected by 
strict enclosure. The Fathers got up at four o'clock 
in summer and at five in winter. Half an hour later 
nate) aaliatem ele-b\c-1m ol-lel-]amer-laremlantaat=xolt-1(-1b’meal=m ale) by 
Mass was celebrated. Later they went about visiting 
the sick, took part in the deliberations of the town 
council, they met the chieftains, visited the 
workshops and laboratories. Generally one of them 
cedaar-liacsremlam dat=melalel cola mcom-)ac-)alemcom-lanyelar-mi7ale) 
war.ted to meet him. 
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The houses 
NMUCMI GES 


Tam darcmatave ele die) arma] | mual=m alele kv-sme)maatsmlavelt-lars 
were exactly the same, and they were constructed 
in blocks of six or eight. 


Fr. Francois-Xavier de Charlevoix wrote in1752: 

“The houses of the Indians today are quite comfortable 

and clean, just like the houses of the Spanish people in town, 
and they have started building them with stones and tiles? 


Fr. Cardiel wrote: 

“The houses are built with rough stone, well worked out in 
some parts and carefully disposed, the porches and the arches 
are made of the same stone. Since it is a soft stone and easy 
to work upon, over the doors they have floral decorations: 
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The schools 


Tawa bev A0Pa rd allil Omi Palave me) ms) ey-1 1a 
decreed that in all places inhabited 
‘o)’alateltclasmaal-1e-malelel (em ol-m-re stele) hs 
iro) ma Xcr-Lelallale W-lalemc=t-(el]alep 


Till the arrival of the Fathers, the Indians did not give 
their children any type of education. The only thing 
they were concerned about was that they should be 
able to handle the bow. Fr. Peramas wrote: “Among 
the Indians education and teaching is reduced to 
living and sleeping with their children: 


The Jesuits were conscious of the importance of 
schools in the field of education. In 1610, at the 
beginning of the Reductions, Fr. Provincial Diego 
Torres emphasized the need of creating “a school 
for children in which one of the Coadjutors of the 
Parish Priest should teach catechism, which they 
should repeat when they enter the school in the 
morning and when they leave it in the we till 
they learn it very well (...) They should also learn 
how to read, write, sing and play instruments: 





TamdatsW\alalel-]mm@-14¢-) me) mi Rod mm ice)aamealom Mele-ike 
Reduction, it is stated that “the children read, write, 
serve at Mass and sing during the celebration. 


When in the rest of the world the school was the 
privilege of a few ones, in the Reductions the school 
was the right and duty of all the children. Between 5 
and 12 years both, boys and girls, attended school 
separately, where they learnt the right use of things, 
ley=re]iavalinte maxelaamuaielate pee] c-laalant-]mr-lalemelaualelel es] olay A 


ANat—mm-ldat-)acw-Lare mye) aal-mlarelt-lanw-liccr-VehAlakieaereccrom-jace 
with a professional preparation were their teachers. 
After finishing primary school, they passed to a 
professional school to learn different trades, and 
aaron ecole] (eo melon comvealore) cme) melc-\iUlare pm ey-liaielare, 

and sculpture. 
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In all the Reductions, the Jesuits created foundries, carpentries, silversmith crafts, ceramics 
workshops, sculpture, workshops to make carts, doors and windows, to construct canoes, 
workshops of sculpture, jewellery, elaboration of rosaries, embroidery, etc. 


All the residents between 14 and 50 years had to have 
FW elgelictyilolamm Maren a eelel(emaalelexom-(qae)collaremcemaarcils 
Ti diaxem-laremlateliar-iaelammoleimdat-naaelel(omarorme@ar-lace[-maatciie 
foraalv] oy-]alelam-laqe) cel lace mcomtal-mUallasme)maatsmanleant-iale 


In 1711, Fr. Labbe wrote: 

“I have seen very beautiful paintings drawn with 
their own hands with great precision, books printed 
with a great preciseness some writings done very 
carefully, organs and all types of musical 
instruments which are quite common in this 
district. They manufacture pocket watches, they 
print small guiding charts, they draw maps, and 
they are excellent in all manual activities, provided 
they have before their eyes the original or a model. 





48 


_ 








This catalog was printed in Madrid 
on the 26th of June of 2012 


4 


HEADLINE 








zobispado de cap 
nplona y Tudela 


is 


| Gobierno a 





